
​Catechetical Sermon, March 1, 2026​
​Belgic Confession, Article 3: “About Holy Scripture”​
​Scripture Lesson: 2 Timothy 3:1-4:8​

​Lesson Aim​ ​To understand three things: First, the need for the Holy Scriptures, second,​
​the history of God’s spoken word and third, the written Word today.​

​Steps to Learning​ ​Read the Belgic Confession of Faith, Article 3 and 2 Timothy 3:1-4:8. Also​
​discuss the sermon and the particulars of the lesson below. It may be best to​
​work through the material over several days or sessions.​

​Discuss​ ​What are the Last Days and what challenge do they present to the church?​
​The Last Days are the period between Christ’s ascension into heaven and his​
​return. These days are characterized by godlessness and deception with​
​respect to the things of God. This includes the inclination to deny sound​
​teaching and preaching of the Scriptures. Therefore, the church must be​
​clear about the need for the correct view of the nature of the Holy​
​Scriptures.​

​What is the history of God speaking?​
​God spoke to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, then God spoke to the​
​Patriarchs, Abraman, Isaac and Jacob. God also spoke to the prophets,​
​priests and kings of Israel. Finally, God spoke through the New Testament​
​prophets and Apostles. After the time of the Patriarchs, men wrote down​
​the speech of God that became the Holy Scriptures, which are the​
​authoritative Word of God.​

​What do we mean by the inspiration of the Scriptures?​
​Inspiration is the supernatural influence of the Holy Spirit on selected​
​individuals which rendered them the instruments of God for the infallible​
​communication of His mind and will (see 2 Peter 1:19-21).​

​There are different theories of the inspiration of the Scriptures; which is​
​the right one?​
​The mechanical or dictation theory holds that God dictated the words he​
​wished the authors to write, word for word; the author’s minds and​
​personalities were not engaged. The dynamic negative assistance theory​
​holds that the authors of the Scriptures were generally inspired, not​
​necessarily from the Holy Spirit, to write. The correct view of inspiration is​
​called the organic or confluent theory. This theory holds that God the Holy​
​Spirit worked through the individual personalities of the authors insuring​
​that every word they wrote was the word of God.​

​Bible Reading​ ​Leviticus 11-14 (Reading the great stories of the Old Testament)​


